
         A few years ago, we saw lots of bumper stickers and other types of media asking us, îWhat 
would Jesus do?ï  Within the greater Franciscan family, the question then surfaced, îWhat would   
Francis do?ï  I personally do not find the above questions helpful because we really cannot know what   
Jesus or Francis would do in the day to day situations we face.  However, as people who seek to be 
faithful disciples of Jesus and proclaim the Gospel in the Franciscan tradition, I believe the more  
helpful questions for us are, îGuided by the Spirit of Jesus Christ, how should we respond to todayñs 
challenges?ï and, îInspired by the spirit of St. Francis of Assisi and 800 years of rich   Franciscan    
tradition, how can we best proclaim joy, hope, peace, justice and the integrity of creation in these 
challenging times?ï  These are tough but essential questions; questions that we at  St. Boniface parish 
are seeking to address. 
 Jesus exhorted his disciples to îseek first Godñs kingdom and justiceï (Matthew 6:33) and  
reminded the economically poor, sick and marginalized of society that they were especially blessed 
and had a special place in the Kingdom of God (Luke 6:20).   More importantly, Jesus lived this   
message by the constant mercy and compassion he showed them.    Francis instructed his brothers to 
îpreach by their deedsï (Earlier Rule, XVII: 3).  His brothers  were to îrejoice when they live among 
people considered of little value and looked down upon, among the poor and the powerless, the sick 
and the lepers, and the beggars by the waysideï (Earlier Rule, IX: 2).  Inspired by these powerful 
guidelines for discipleship, we at St. Boniface parish actively seek to proclaim the hope, joy, justice 
and peace of the Kingdom of God in the Tenderloin, especially  to those who are economically poor 
and marginalized by society. 
 To develop St. Boniface parish as vibrant faith community that proclaims Jesusñ Good News of 
Godñs Kingdom in the Franciscan tradition, we must constantly develop, train and inspire  leaders.  

Allow me to use our parish staff as an example.  We are four full-time staff-
Fr. John LuԀt Nguyen, OFM (Parochial Vicar), Lourdes Negrete (Pastoral 
Assistant), Zulma Tellez (Administrative Assistant) and myself.  Br. Dennis 
Duffy, OFM is our part-time bookkeeper.  We try to give 100% each day 
that we work to serve the people of the parish but that is not enough.  We 
are all receiving pastoral and professional training (e.g.,   Master Catechist 
Program, Pastoral Tagalog and Spanish, Business Communications) in the 
hope we will be able to better serve the people of the parish.  Paul  Barrett 
(Sacristan), Jim Baun (Development Director), Martha Arbouex (St. Vincent 
de Paul Society, Ladies Auxiliary of the Knights of St. Peter Claver and liai-
son to the 9:00 AM Mass Community)  
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     June 5 marked the conclusion of 
the 150th Anniversary year of St.  
Boniface Parish.  Beginning last year on 
the Feast of St. Boniface with San  
Franc isco  Archbishop George       
Niederauer presiding over the opening 
Mass, the yearlong celebration       
concluded this June 5th with a multi-
lingual liturgy flowed by a community 
celebration.  Pastor Fr. Tommy King, 
OFM was joined at the altar by        
Parochial Vicar Fr. John Luat Nguyen, 
OFM,  Pastor Emeritus Fr. Louie Vitale, 
OFM and Provincial Minister Fr. John 
Hardin, OFM.    
      

Concelebrants. 
Left to right:  
Fr. Louie Vitale, OFM,  
Fr. Tommy King, OFM, 
Fr. John Hardin, OFM, 
Fr. John Luat Nguyen, OFM. 

Husband  and Wife Duet 
Acolytes:  Matthew & Oscar 
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     The diversity of the St. Boniface Community was 
highlighted in the entertainment and the repast that 
followed Mass.  St. Boniface Theatre hosted families  
of the children appearing on stage as well as parish-
ioners and guests from all of the Sunday Masses.  A 
Vietnamese Lion Dance, traditional Filipino Folk 
Dances, song and praise from members of the Sacred 
Heart Gospel Choir and a charming interpretation of 
the  Mexican Hat Dance, as performed by children 
from the 10:30 Mass, engaged the audience while the 
community potluck was readied by volunteers from all 
of the Masses.   
     It was another in a series of inclusive liturgical and 
community celebrations that bring together all of the 
cultural groups that call St. Boniface their spiritual 
home.     

Ladies from the Filipino Community at St. Boniface 
 perform traditional island folk dances. 

Fr. John Luat, OFM finds a new calling 
as a standup comic. 

Tres Grandes Dames 
Left to right:  Ms. Laureen, Ms. Aurora.    

Ms. Bennie. 

Parishioners and family and friends of the performers enjoy  
entertainment in the theatre while St. Boniface Ladies set 

out the culturally eclectic potluck in Boeddeker Hall. 
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