
     These words are a most appropriate place to start a reflection about the Franciscan tradition of blessing animals. 
�7�D�N�H�Q���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���E�R�R�N���R�I���E�O�H�V�V�L�Q�J�V���W�K�D�W���Z�H���X�V�H�G���D�W���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�³�V���U�D�P�S�H�G�® up, evangelical Blessing of the Animals event, 
this prayer calls upon God to endow all of his creatures with the grace and power to fulfill the role assigned to each in 
�+�L�V�� �G�L�Y�L�Q�H�� �S�O�D�Q���� �� �)�U�D�Q�F�L�V�F�D�Q�� �V�F�K�R�O�D�U�� �7�K�D�G�G�p�H�� �0�D�W�X�U�D�� �F�O�D�L�P�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�� �P�R�V�W�� �H�V�V�H�Q�W�L�D�O�� �D�V�S�H�F�W�� �R�I�� �6�W���� �)�U�D�Q�F�L�V�� �R�I�� �$�V�V�L�V�L�³�V��
spiritual life was to love and adore God at all times and in all created things.  This all-encompassing love is the foun-
dation for the practical compassion that Edward Armstrong references in his reflection on Francis:  
 

�°�+�L�V�� �W�H�Q�G�H�U�Q�H�V�V�� �W�R�Z�D�U�G�� �D�Q�L�P�D�O�V�� �Z�D�V�� �D�Q�� �H�[�S�U�H�V�V�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �K�L�V�� �G�H�G�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �&�K�U�L�V�W�� �D�Q�G�� �R�I�� �K�L�V�� �S�U�D�F�W�L�F�D�O��
�F�R�P�S�D�V�V�L�R�Q���I�R�U���D�O�O���R�I���&�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q�������1�H�L�W�K�H�U���P�H�Q���Q�R�U���Z�R�U�P�V���Z�H�U�H���H�[�F�O�X�G�H�G���± 
 

     God, the source of everything that is good, constantly blesses us with His rich love.  When we in turn lovingly 
bless all that God has created, we are most deeply living our humanity, our personhood.  As Christians, we are called 
to bless all of creation - friends and enemies, elephants and ants, giant redwoods and miniature wildflowers, moun-
tains and deserts, oceans and ponds.  The biographies of Francis are filled with vignettes of him blessing almost every 
kind of creature.  To bless animals in the year 2011 is to continue a practice that originated with St. Francis himself 
over eight centuries ago. 
     �1�R�W���R�Q�O�\���F�D�Q���Z�H���E�O�H�V�V���D�Q�L�P�D�O�V�����E�X�W���D�Q�L�P�D�O�V�����D�V���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���*�R�G�³�V���F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q�����D�U�H���D�E�O�H���W�R���E�O�H�V�V���X�V���D�V���Z�H�O�O�������&�D�Q���Z�H��
�F�D�O�O���W�K�L�V���D���)�U�D�Q�F�L�V�F�D�Q���V�S�L�U�L�W�X�D�O�L�W�\���R�I���°�P�X�W�X�D�O���E�O�H�V�V�L�Q�J�"�±�����,���W�K�L�Q�N���V�R��  �)�U�D�Q�F�L�V�³���Y�L�V�L�R�Q���R�I���°�O�L�Y�L�Q�J���D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���*�R�G�³�V���S�O�D�Q�±����������
�L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G�� �O�R�Y�L�Q�J�� �D�Q�G�� �D�G�R�U�L�Q�J�� �+�L�P���� �V�H�U�Y�L�Q�J�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�� �D�V�� �R�X�U�� �E�U�R�W�K�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �V�L�V�W�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �K�R�Q�R�U�L�Q�J�� �*�R�G�³�V�� �S�U�H�V�H�Q�F�H��
�W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�H���H�Q�W�L�U�H�W�\���R�I���F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q�������+�R�Z���G�R�H�V���D�Q���D�Q�L�P�D�O���°�O�L�Y�H���D�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���*�R�G�³�V���S�O�D�Q�±?  My experience at the bless-
ing of the animals this year provides me a possible response to this question. 

Who is blesses whom? 
     Our God, who is perfect love and the source of everything that is good, has 
blessed us with the gift of life and constantly blesses us everyday, even though 
some may not be aware of these blessings nor acknowledge that they exist.  
�:�K�H�Q���Z�H���O�R�Y�H���*�R�G���D�Q�G���R�W�K�H�U�V�����Z�H���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q���W�K�H���I�O�R�Z���R�I���*�R�G�³�V���E�O�H�V�V�L�Q�J���D�F�W�L�R�Q���L�Q��
�W�K�H�� �Z�R�U�O�G���� �� �:�K�H�Q�� �Z�H�� �K�R�Q�R�U�� �*�R�G�³�V�� �F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q���� �Z�H�� �E�O�H�V�V�� �L�W���� �� �6�L�P�L�O�D�U�O�\���� �F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q��
blesses us. Landscapes of majesty and grandeur in Yosemite Valley or the    
powerful glide of a bald eagle in flight generate joy and awe in our hearts.  Pets, 
a special gift from our creative God, generate joy and awe in the hearts of those 
who love and appreciate them.  In this way, creation blesses us back through our 
pets.  Alleluia! 

Continued on page 7 


