These words are a most appropriate place to start a reflection about the Franciscan tradition of blessing animals.
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this prayer calls upon God to endow all of his creatures with the grace and power to fulfill the role assigned to each in
+LV GLYLQH SODQ JUDQFLVFDQ VFKRODU 7KDGGpH ODWXUD FODLPV \
spiritual life was to love and adore God at all times and in all created things. THaa@limpassing love is the foun-
dation for the practical compassion that Edward Armstrong references in his reflection on Francis:

°+LV WHQGHUQHVV WRZDUG DQLPDOV ZDV DQ H[SUHVVLRQ R/ KL\
FRPSDVVLRQ IRU DOO R/ &UHDWLRQ IHLWKHU PHQ QRU ZRUPV ZH

God, the source of everything that is good, constantly blesses us with His rich love. When we in turn lovingly
bless all that God has created, we are most deeply living our humanity, our personhood. As Christians, we are callec
to bless all of creation friends and enemies, elephants and ants, giant redwoods and miniature wildflowers, moun-
tains and deserts, oceans and ponds. The biographies of Francis are filled with vignettes of him blessing almost ever
kind of creature. To bless animals in the year 2011 is to continue a practice that originated with St. Francis himself
over eight centuries ago.

1RW RQO\ FDQ ZH EOHVYVY DQLPDOV EXW DQLPDOV DV PHPEHUV RI *I
FDOO WKLV D )UDQFLVFDQ VSLULWXDDUDQ FRIVEPWXWXRBQ ROFMOUNYRQQJItDEF
LQYROYHG ORYLQJ DQG DGRULQJ +LP VHUYLQJ RWKHU SHRSOH DV R
WKURXJKRXW WKH HQWLUHW\ RI BUHB WERE U GHRZJ MRSBIpERERCEID DO RO  °
ing of the animals this year provides me a possible response to this question.

Who is blesses whom?

Our God, who is perfect love and the source of everything that is good, has
blessed us with the gift of life and constantly blesses us everyday, even though
some may not be aware of these blessings nor acknowledge that they exist.
KHQ ZH ORYH *RG DQG RWKHUV ZH PDLQWDLQ WKH IORZ Rl *RG3V EO}
WKH ZRUOG 'KHQ ZH KRQRU *RG3V FUHDWLRQ ZH EOHVV LW 6LPL
blesses us. Landscapes of majesty and grandeur in Yosemite Valley or the
powerful glide of a bald eagle in flight generate joy and awe in our hearts. Pets,
a special gift from our creative God, generate joy and awe in the hearts of those
who love and appreciate them. In this way, creation blesses us back through our
pets. Alleluial
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